J O HN    EVE L YN
community is the objective,* the love of beauty in all
its forms, Out recognition of artistic skill and the
encouragement of the excellence of craftsmanship are
indispensable factors. No OTIC recognised this better
than William Morris,, who emphasised the connection
between industrial .slavery and the degradation of the
arts, and cherished the ideal of a freedom which
would allow art and beauty to enter into the lives of
the people fat more than is possible in a world
dominated by wmmerciaHsm. We therefore owe a
debt of gratitude to those who have fostered talent,
discovered genius and refused both in public and In
private life to allow aesthetic considerations to be set
aside as of no account. Moreover, we shall find merit
in the character and outlook of people,, whatever
their status, who pla.ce a higher estimate on the
fruits of the mind, and the creative spirit than on the
mere acquisition of material well-being or the
pursuit of worldly success.
Evelyn stands high in this class. While he has
substantial claims to a place in the list of English
writers,, he was known primarily as "a virtuoso," a
man whose knowledge and taste gave him a very
wide range of interests. He typifies better than
anyone else, culture and enlightenment in the Stuart
epoch. He was born in the reign of James I, and died
in the reign of Anne,, so his life covers the greater part
of the Stuart period.
A survey of what practically amounts to the
seventeenth century from the point of view of culture
could not be made without many subdivisions show-
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